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April 10, 2010

~ Home Town Buffet, 5101 N. Oracle Road from 10:00 am to
- 2:00 pm. RSVP to Molly at amw2010mm@agmail.com or
624-0792. Costs- $12.50 for members, $17.50 for

k nonmembers, Workshop or Speaker, only (no lunch) $5 for
members $10 for non-members.

Business Meeting- (10:00 to 10:15 am)

Elections for the AMW Board. Voting will be at the meeting .

Speaker-(10:15 to 11:30 am)-

Marana Crime Scene Investigator. Tom Sommerville, CSI Specialist for the Town
of Marana, will speak to us about the working process of collecting forensic evidence
fromacrimescene( i . e. | atent prints, DNA, et
equipment used. Tom, a 30-year veteran with the Detroit Police Department, came to
Arizona in 2003 and began with the Marana Police Force in 2004.

Lunch-(11:30 to 12:30)
Workshop-(12:30 to 2:00 pm)-

Writing Witches- An Introduction to Neo-Paganism.

Fantasy and magic is a popular genr
magic and witchcraft i1 s fun, but wha
Degree Wiccan Priestess, presents a fascinating program for authors writing about



mailto:amw2010mm@gmail.com

pagan characters and rites. Ashleen is a Board member of Society of
Southwestern Authors. She lives in Tucson with her husband,
Canyondancer.

Review of March 13- Festival of Books-

1. The word on the street is the Festival was nothing short of
fantastic and fun. The weather was great, the crowds terrific, people sold
books, visitors filled up 4 sign-up sheets and began a 5th one. ARIZONA
MYSTERY WRITERS ARE THE BEST!!!

2.  Goto www.lfuntv.com and find Festival of Books and view the interview
with Mike Alvarez and Mary Ann Hutchison. It" sbout 18 minutes into the video,
but you don't have to play the whole thing if you don't want to - just slide the marker
to the 17 minute mark, it’s right after Western Writers of America. However, the
entire video is worth watching - it's only 30 minutes long and goes fast and has
wonderful information.

3. An extra special thanks to Karen McLeish and Rod Allmon for decorating and
setting up our booth. Hundreds of people stopped by just to say how much they liked
the crime scene tape and the dead body outline on the sidewalk.

4.  If the Festival organizers did as they did last year, there'll be a site up for
remarks about the Festival. Please go to www.azstarnet.com and find the link and
tell them what a great job they did. | understand they expected 80,000 people this
year - | think they weren't far from the mark.

Pictures, pictures and more pictures of the event.

Not everyone was working!!! What
of our booth.
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Susan C Miller and Elizabeth Gunn at the AMW booth.




Board of Directors Needed-

AMW is a fun organization and here to make things interesting and
better for us writers.

fﬁ' At the April 10™ Meeting we will accept nominations and vote
@ for the Board of Directors. Please consider filling one of these

open positions-
Presiding Chair, Workshop Chair and Treasurer Chair

R
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The fact is:

Last year, the Board members met five times over lunch from 12 to 2 pm, for a max

of 10 hours a Year! Can you spare 10 hours a year? The 2010-2011 Board could

meet before or after the Saturday meeting or whenever it is mutually agreeable to all
themembers. The jobs aren’t that dBdarli cul t
Members’ work is very important in working toward AMW's goal to promote writing

in Southern Arizona.

We need -
Presiding Chair

Requwements Must have been a member of Arizona Mystery
I J Writers for one year prior to becoming the Presiding Chair.

1. Prepares agenda and presides at meetings of membership and the
Board.
a. May attend all committee meetings.
b. Will not vote at membership, committee, or Board meetings
except in the case of an equal vote to break the tie.
c. Receives nominations for elections and petitions from the
members requesting an action from the Board.
2. Represents Arizona Mystery Writers alone, or in combination with other AMW
Board members as appropriate.
a. Legal signatory on any contractual agreement with a person, agency or
company made on behalf of AMW. Example: agreed and signed contract the
Communications Chair, Mary Bellin, prepared with the Webmaster, Terry
Ambrose, to establish the website.




b. May appoint a member to represent Arizona Mystery Writers at events and
promotional endeavors of interest to AMW.
3. Has the required signature authority to access all accounts, financial records and
statements, and to sign checks drawn to AMW's accounts.

Time Commitment- 2 to 3 hours a month plus monthly and board meetings.

Workshop Chair- (Listpr epared by Ca

1.  Identifies seven AMW member (or non-member) volunteers
to conduct a workshop for each of meeting. (Karen MacLeish is
signed up for December arSdwet
only have 7 general meetings a year.)

a. Suggests topics to volunteers or plans a workshop
curriculum for a complete season. Topics should be
related to an aspect of writing (i.e., character
development, story ideas, plots, genres, etc.). Suggests
to each workshop facilitator that an interactive exercise
IS expected and appreciated.

2. After the workshop, writes a summary of workshop to submit to the Communications
Chair for the Crime Times and AMW website.
a. Sends the workshop summary to the Publicity Chair for public dissemination.
3. Writes an email of thanks to each workshop facilitator after the workshop
presentation.
4. Conducts monthly raffle of member-provided books; proceeds of which go to the
AMW Endowment Fund. Coordinates volunteers to provide books for raffle.

Time Commitment- 1 hour a month plus monthly and board meetings.

Treasurer-

1. Maintains accurate records of all expenditures and
income for AMW.
a. Collects and records fees paid and pays Home
Town Buffet at each monthly meeting.
b. Collects and records dues paid by members.
2. Has online access to all AMW bank accounts, and is a
signer on all AMW checking accounts.
3. Reviews and reconciles at least once monthly all
banking statements for AMW accounts, and submits a monthly report to the
Board.




4. Disburses funds at the direction of the Board. Preserves and protects all
financial records and ensures that all such records are accessible and available
to the Board.

Time Commitment- 2 to 3 hours a month plus monthly and board meetings.

Please, consider becoming a Board Member. We need new people to volunteer.
The only requirement for Workshop and Treasurer Chairs is that you are a member of
AMW. If you first joined this year, you can be on the board. We need your ideas and
enthusiasm.

A Short Story by AMW Members

Sponsored by the MaclLei sh
12/12/09

THE CULINARY CONNECTION

by
Mary Ann Hutchison, Ellie Nelson, Molly McKinney

Famous chefs Julia and Martha are the catch of the day aboard the luxury
yacht Easy Ketchd but their familiar faces are due entirely to plastic surgery. In
reality they are members of the Russ ian Mafia who have staged a cruise from
Miami to Bermuda to reel in Florida's wealthiest fish.

On the third day at sea, Julia and Martha recognize one of the passengers as
Shaker, secret agent for international spy agencies. Deciding to kill him before he
kills them, they add a batch of lethal poison from the African Weewaa bird to a
bottle of vinaigrette dressing to pour over his salad that night.

Shaker has every intention to off the bogus chefs, and from surveying the
pair for the past three days he lear ns Martha habitually goes to the rear deck to
smoke before mealtimes. At dusk he hides there, and when she comes out he
delivers an assassin's blow to her neck and tosses her overboard. Shaker waits
until Martha's prolonged absence goads Julia into coming after her, but before he
can kill her a gushing fan buttonholes her, foiling his plan.

Meanwhile Nick, the Russian Mafia leader captaining the cruise, has had way
too many vodkas and is threatening the chefs with torture unless dinner is served
instantly t o the seventeen diners. In a panic Julia ropes in bartender Issac to
serve in place of Martha, yelling at him to shake a dash of vinaigrette on each
salad and get them the hell to the guests. He grabs the nearest bottle, which
happens to be the poisoned on e, and feeling tipsy and hungry he steals a bite
from a couple of salads before they reach the tables.

Half a hour later while serving the entree Issac collapses, frothing at the
mouth. Fearing the worst, Julia rushes to the dining room where all the diners are




in various stages of falling into their food. Knowing they are beyond help she
contacts her super iors and, rescued by helicopter, she lives to kill again.

The yacht is found adrift in the Bermuda Triangle with 18 corpses aboard,
giving rise to yet another | egend of a gho
ANNOUNCEMENTS

2010 Dues and the AMW Website for

Members

We have collected all dues. CT will be e-mailed to members
only. Members can go to the website-
www.ArizonaMysteryWriters.com and under the far right tab, can
sign in and enter their profile and website information. New
members-1 f you haven’t received
inviting you to the web, please contact Mary Bellin at
azmysterywriters@gmail.com. WordPress sends a long complicated
password that can be changed on the profile page of the AMW website

after you log in with the WordPress password.

Being Environmentally Friendly-

Many of us use canvas totes instead of plastic or paper bags. Mary Bellin is
embroidering the side of totes with the AMW logo and your initials or name on
beige, blue, pink or purple tote bags. If you would like a bag, contact Mary at

azmysterywriters@gmail.comand | et her know i f you’
personalized bag to the next meeting. Cost of the bag is $20 of which $8 goes to the
AMW Endowment fund.

A New Link on FREE site?
Mol ly says, “You can't |1 ve wietsitdhand t

now thanks to her, they have a section authors can advertise in.
http://www.cityzing.biz/tucson-arts-and-entertainment/tucson-authors-and-
publishers/arizona-mystery-writers
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MAD HATTER TEA AND BOOK EVENT 7

SATURDAY - APRIL 10 -2 PM TO 5 PM - Four Points Sheraton Wildcat Room

$5.00 includes light refreshments (ages 8 and up only, please)

The former owner of the Tudor Rose Tearoom and local Tucson Authors will
present a Costume Tea and Book Event. Costumes reflecting a Wonderland theme
and/or Hats of Wondrous Construction are highly encouraged. Prizes will be awarded
for different categories of both costumes and hats.

A silent auction of an assortment of lovely teapots will run throughout the
afternoon. A separate raffle of unique teapots will benefit HELP FOR HEROES, a
charity benefiting the wounded in Britain's current conflicts (Website:
http://helpforheroes.org.UK). A variety of teas from Wales, Ireland, Scotland will be
offered for sale.

Local authors Carol Costa, Mary Ann Hutchison, Ashleen O'Gaea, Jude Johnson,
and Carol O'Mahony, will read from their recent works. A percentage of all book
sales (handled by Mostly Books) will go to the INTREPID FALLEN HEROES
FUND, which provides financial support for the dependents of United States Military
personnel lost in the performance of their duty.
(Website:http://www.fallenheroesfund.org)

Pima County Sheriff's Department

Graham MacLeod would like to hear from any members who might be interested
in a tour of the Pima County Sheriff's Department building in Tucson. Deputy Dawn
Barkman gave me a tour recently and Graham is sure other mystery writers would
benefit from an inside look at this modern facility.

The tour includes a ‘walk through' of the where/how/when detectives from the
department's various squads go about their investigations etc., plus a short video
presentation. Time-wise probably 60-90 minutes.

A tour as early as this April might be possible, probably on a Saturday other than
on the 10th, the date of our monthly meeting. Or it could wait until next fall. [I'll
bring this up again at the April meeting.]

If you are interested, please email: graham_writer@yahoo.com

Thanks, Graham

Desert Stars Writing Workshop & Proofreading Service.

Offers quality feedback on current projects for creative writers who have taken
writing classes or published their work. NEW: E-CRITIQUE EXCHANGE (two
slots open). For details contact Molly McKinney at 624-0792,
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mtmwriter@gmail.com, or at an AMW meeting.

Saguaro Romance Writers

Meet on the third Saturday, from 10 a.m. to 2:00 p.m, at El Parador Tropical
Restaurant, 2744 E Broadway Blvd, Tucson. To reserve a spot, send an email to
membership@tucsonrwa.org no later than 10:00 AM Wednesday before the meeting.

Cost of $20 for SRW members, $25 for non-members, includes lunch. Credit cards
accepted, in advance, through our web site:
http://www.tucsonrwa.org/payments.html.

Society of Southwestern Authors-

Society of Southwestern Authors meets on the third Sunday of every month at the
Four Points Sheraton, 1900 E. Speedway (at Campbell) between 11:30 a.m and 2:00
p.m. For reservations call 546-9382. Cost is $25.00 at the door, cash or checks, no

credit cards.

AMW SPEAKER SCHEDULE FOR 2010-

MONTH SUBJECT SPEAKER
April Tom Somerville, CSI Marana. Heis a Tom Somerville
30 yr veteran of the Detroit PD before
moving out here in 2003 to join the local
force.
May Donna Copen Mckinnis, a SSA member, Donna Copen
will speak on all aspects of self-publishing. Mckinnis
She is an author and publisher. Her website,
www.aroundtheglobepress.com
AMW WORKSHOP SCHEDULE FOR 2010-
MONTH SUBJECT FACILITATOR
April Writing Witches- An Introduction to Ashl een

Neo-Paganism.
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Fantasy and magic is a popular genre in

today’s mar ket . Ma
magic and witchcraft is fun, but what about
the real worl d? A

Degree Wiccan Priestess, presents a
fascinating program for authors writing
about pagan characters and rites. Ashleen is
a Board member of Society of Southwestern
Authors. She lives in Tucson with her
husband, Canyondancer.
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Presentation of member projects- Carol
Dee O Mahony, WorKk
emcee this presentation by AMW members
who used the knowledge gained from the
season’s wor kshop
or complete a writing project. Can you just
hardly wait???
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Carol Dee
O’ Mahony
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