
 
Arizona Mystery Writers 

Promoting Mystery Wirting In Southern Arizona 

RSVP to Molly or 624-0792.  

Costs- $12.50 for members, $17.50 for 

nonmembers. Workshop or Speaker only (no 

lunch) $5 for members, $10 for non-members.   

Cash or checks only, no credit cards accepted. 

Next meeting September 18 

Note– Home Town Buffet had a conflict 

and the best compromise was for us to 

meet on the third Saturday.  

More Changes; 

 

AMW PO Box is now 

PO Box 31992 

Tucson, AZ 85751 

Crime Times 

September, 2010 

www.ArizonaMysteryWriters.com 

Home Town Buffet, 5101 N. Oracle Road  

Speaker-(10:00 to 11:30 am) 

 

Liz Gunn says - “I’ll introduce "Cops N Writers," three members of the Cheek family. They 

work with crime writers to keep their police procedures credible.  Two are present and one 

is a former member of the Tucson Police Department. John, the father and founder, is now 

retired and an Episcopal minister.  Josh spoke to us last year about his work in drug 

interdiction and car theft.  Maria was in homicide until her baby was born, when she 

transferred into family services to get a more predictable schedule.  She is bilingual and 

gave me extensive help with the Spanish in my last novel.  Together, these three people 

enabled me to get my last novel to market on time in spite of my husband's illness.  I feel 

certain you'll all be interested in what the Cheek family from “Cops N Writers” have to say. 

 

Just a note- Our scheduled speaker, Captain Adam Goldberg, a 26-year veteran in Fire and 

Emergency is unable to make our meeting. Fortunately, the Cheeks volunteered to Speak 

on such short notice.  

Lunch-(11:30 to 12:30) 

 

Business Meeting -(12:30 to 12:45 pm) 
Update from Kay Lesh. 

Workshop 1 - (12:45 to 1:00 pm) 
Casey Hardesty of CityZing web videos will talk about how authors can use video media 

to advertise their books and promo 

Workshop 2-(12:45 to 2:00 pm) 
Cover and Query Letter: Mary Bellin, an active member of Arizona Mystery Writers, 

will explain and cover the dilemmas between writing a cover letter and a query letter, and 

how to write a compelling one to help sell your work. 

Board of Directors: 
The new AMW Board of Directors are- (Click 

name to email the person.) 

Presiding Chair- Kay Lesh 

Speaker Chair- Graham McLeod 

Workshop Chair- Sandra Farris 

Treasurer- Clark Lohr 

Membership- Molly Mckinney 

Secretary- Liz Gunn 

Communications- Mary Bellin  

Publicity– Vija Lipins 

September 18 Meeting Details 

Time: 10 am-2 pm Date: 09/18/10 

RSVP Now 

Review of May 2010 Meeting- 

 
Donna Copen Mckinnis, an SSA member,  spoke on all aspects of self-publishing. Donna gave details 

about her journey that started with a monthly newsletter she wrote to her family and friends while she 

and her family lived in Japan for five years. The magazine became very popular and it was suggested 

she write it as a book. Ten years later, she did! Donna also presented two lists. The first was the things 

she did right when it came to “self-publishing” her book. The second list was the mistakes she made. 

Donna’s presentation was valuable for those who want to self publish, those thinking about it and even 

those who would never go down that path. Her presentation had lessons for all. Donna’s website, 

www.aroundtheglobepress.com. 

After lunch, we had our general business meeting. Molly described her idea for a monthly magazine 

called Mystery Mania. She hopes to have the first edition ready for September. She will be sending 

emails with a description, goals and guidelines for submissions. Clark Lohr volunteered to be our new 

Treasurer! Thank you Clark!!!!  Mary Ann passed the gavel to Kay Lesh, our new presiding chair. We 

all thanked Mary Ann, Carol and Rae for their excellent work on the Board of Directors. We will miss 

them on the Board. We are all looking forward to getting back together this fall at the next meeting. 

Next at our Workshop, Mary Bellin, Mary Ann Hutchison, and Molly Mckinney read a few pages 

of their stories. Both Mary and Mary Ann selected the workshop on Character Development by Mary 

Ann that most influenced their first chapters of their novels. Molly read a short story that was influ-

enced by all the police detective’s stories and procedures we learned from our speakers during the 

2009/2010 season.  The best part of the readings was the feedback from the members. Mary Ann even 

got an “Ah Ha” moment when she said she was having trouble with the ending and an alternative she 

hadn’t thought about was suggested. 

Mystery Mania- 

Dear Arizona Mystery Writers Members: 

Watch for your first e-issue of Mystery Mania coming to you in PDF format in late September. Octo-

ber and subsequent issues are still open for AMW members to contribute short mysteries up to 2,000 

words. Longer mysteries may be serialized. For guidelines, email amw2010mm@gmail.com. 

AMW AUTHORS' BOOKS FOR SALE 

• The last page of the Mystery Mania e-zine will showcase AMW authors' books for sale. 

• More than one title per author may be listed, with up to three lines of description, as space permits. 

 Please send your book titles for the September issue by Labor Day. 

 

Molly McKinney 

Membership 2010 

(520) 624-0792  

 

 

Member Announcements 

 
It’s a Movie! 
Sandra Farris’s book Obituary Column has been made into the movie, Obituary of the Sun. 

It will be released September 29, 2010. 

Workshop- 
AMW member SUSAN CUMMINS MILLER will be teaching a weekend mystery-writing workshop 

for Pima Community College this fall. Here's the info: 

Hook, Line, and Homicide: Writing the Mystery by Susan Cummins Miller  

A Creative Writing Weekend Workshop at PIMA COMMUNITY COLLEGE West Cam-

pus, OCTOBER 1-3, 2010 

Explore the mystery genre, from capers and cozies to police procedurals and thrillers. Through discus-

sion, examples, and writing exercises, we'll cover the elements of mystery fiction: beginnings and end-

ings, hooks, characters, plot, action, dialogue, scenes, settings, pace, structure, and editing. We'll finish 

up with a discussion of publishing in the present market. 

Tucson writer/geologist/poet SUSAN CUMMINS MILLER is the award-winning author of Death 

Assemblage, Detachment Fault, Quarry, Hoodoo, and Fracture (in press), mysteries featuring geo-

sleuth Frankie MacFarlane. She was awarded three writer's fellowships at the Djerassi Resident Artist's 

Program. Her poems have been published in regional journals and anthologies, including, What Wild-

ness Is This: Women Write about the Southwest, SandScript 2009, New Texas 2009, and ROUNDUP! 

Western Writers of America Presents Great Stories of the West from Todayôs Leading Western Writers 

(2010). She is a research affiliate of the UA's Southwest Institute for Research on Women.  

WRT 298T3 (14422) For more information, please contact Meg Files at (520) 206-6084; 

mfiles@pima.edu 

 

More Dates 
Friday, September 10, 7 p.m., Susan will be reading from her work at Other Voices Womenôs Reading 

Series, Antigone Books, 411 N. 4th Ave., Tucson. 

Place to list your books on the internet- by Sandra 

Farris. 
Here is another place to list our books. I have two on there now (they already had one of mine listed) 

and am going to list two more. You have to sign in, create a password and such but I figure anywhere 

legitimate we can advertise our books is great. Here is the IP address. . . http://openlibrary.org/ 

 

Other Groups- 

Desert Stars Writing Workshop & Proofreading Service 
Offers quality feedback on current projects for creative writers who have taken writing classes or pub-

lished their work.  NEW: E-CRITIQUE EXCHANGE (two slots open).  For details contact Molly 

McKinney at 624-0792, mtmwriter@gmail.com, or at an AMW meeting. 

Saguaro Romance Writers 
Meet on the third Saturday, from 10 a.m. to 2:00 p.m, at El Parador Tropical Restaurant, 2744 E Broad-

way Blvd, Tucson. To reserve a spot, send an email to membership@tucsonrwa.org no later than 10:00 

AM Wednesday before the meeting. Cost of $20 for SRW members, $25 for non-members, includes 

lunch. Credit cards accepted, in advance, through our web site: http://www.tucsonrwa.org/

payments.html. 

Society of Southwestern Authors 
Society of Southwestern Authors meets on the third Sunday of every month at the Four Points Shera-

ton, 1900 E. Speedway (at Campbell) between 11:30 a.m and 2:00 p.m. For reservations call 546-9382. 

Cost is $25.00 at the door, cash or checks, no credit cards. 

Comment sent to our AMW website 

Our publishing company is now accepting fiction. To get the word out, we are running the Great 

American Novel Contest. We would love for your writers to know about it and submit their work. Be-

low is the information and link to the contest page of our website. If you have any questions, please let 

us know. 

Thanks 

Dee Burks & Liz Ragland 

Enter Your Story and Win Cash! We’re looking for fiction that is fresh, exciting, and bold. TAG Pub-

lishing is accepting entries in the Great American Novel Contest. Enter and Win in up to 7 different 

categories. The winning manuscripts not only receive cash but will also be reviewed for a full publish-

ing contract. Don’t miss your chance to catch the early bird registration through October 15, 2010 for 

$25. Late entries accepted up to October 31, 2010 and are $35. Please visit the contest page of our web-

site for more information and full contest submission guidelines: http://

www.tagpublishers.com/contest.html  

Quick Click 
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